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1.0

What is Nature Masterclasses?



Face-to-face workshops established in 2011

Online course 

published 2015

The origins of Nature Masterclasses



Nature Masterclasses online training platform
Refresh or build confidence and skills:

● Engaging bite-size lessons
● Video interviews with experts
● Interactive activities to help you learn 

and remember
● Insider knowledge from Nature editors

Flexible learning:

● Dip in and out – ideal for a spare 5 
minutes in the lab!

● Mobile-friendly
● Certificate for each course you 

complete

Available courses

● Scientific Writing and Publishing
● Effective Collaboration in Research
● Managing Research Data to Unlock its 

Full Potential
● Narrative Tools for Researchers
● Focus on Peer Review (free course)
● Persuasive Grant Writing 
● Networking for Researchers 
● Advancing Your Scientific 

Presentations
● Data Analysis: Planning and Preparing
● Data Analysis: Conducting and 

Troubleshooting



Support for researchers every step of the way

Scientific question
Hypothesis and 
grant proposals

Experiments 
and analysis

Publication and 
dissemination

Effective 
Collaboration In 

Research

Scientific 
Writing and 
Publishing

Managing 
Research Data

NEW Data 
Analysis -

Planning and 
Preparing

Narrative 
Tools For 

Researchers

FREE Focus on 
Peer Review

Building your 
career

NEW Persuasive 
Grant Writing

NEW Networking 
for Researchers

NEW 
Advancing 

your 
Scientific 

Presentations

2023
Finding a job

2022
Finding your Grant 

and Funder

NEW 2022
Data Analysis -
Conducting and 
troubleshooting

2022
Experimental 

design

2022
Interpreting 

results



Delivered by 
experts 

● Nature Research 
journal editors

● Leading 
researchers 
(academia and 
industry)

● Funders 

Presenters



Scientific Writing and Publishing



Effective Collaboration in Research



Managing Research Data to Unlock its Full Potential



Narrative Tools for Researchers
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2.0

New Courses



Why those four topics?

1
Persuasive Grant Writing

● The funding landscape is very competitive
● Grant budgets are smaller world-wide
● Major challenges for career progression
● We offer a unique perspective

Crucial skill 
for almost 

90%

Almost 80% 
struggle and 
need training

Only 21% are 
satisfied with 

training

2 Networking for Researchers
● Networking has bad press, hard during 

pandemic
● Networking can make a difference

Crucial skill 
for almost 

90%

Almost 80% 
struggle and 
need training

Only 21% are 
satisfied with 

training

3 Advancing Your Scientific 
Presentations

● Communicating findings is crucial
● We offer a unique perspective

Crucial skill 
for almost 

95%

Almost 80% 
struggle and 
need training

Only 27% are 
satisfied with 

training

4 Data Analysis: Part 1 and 2
● Researchers have more time for desk activities
● Data is at the heart of research

Crucial skill 
for almost 

90%

Almost 80% 
struggle and 
need training

Only 30% are 
satisfied with 

training



Persuasive Grant Writing

Content1

Learning objectives
● Articulate how narrative tools can improve the quality of your grant applications

● Plan how to align your grant application with the requirements and objectives of its audience – your 

chosen funder

● Apply narrative tools when writing your grant application to make it more informative and persuasive

Participants will learn to identify the requirements and objectives of chosen grants and 

apply storytelling techniques to increase the overall quality of the written part of their 

grant application.

Module titles

1. Before starting your grant application 
2. Targeting your audience
3. Creating a narrative 



Persuasive Grant Writing

Expert Panel1

Peter Gorsuch
Chief Editor and Product Manager, Nature Research Editing 
Service
Michael Dahlstrom
Director of the Greenlee School of Journalism and 
Communication, Iowa State University
Kylie Ball
Professor, School of Exercise and Nutritional Science, Deakin 
University, Funder, Indigo Academy
Richard McCourt 
Professor, Department of Biodiversity, Earth & Environmental 
Science, Drexel University
Julienne Stroeve
Professor, Department of Environment and Geography, 
University of Manitoba

Grant and articles editor

Storytelling in research expert

Successfully funded researcher and grant 
writing trainer

Former NSF programme director

Successfully funded professor



Networking for Researchers

Content2

Learning objectives
● Examine different purposes, challenges and opportunities related to building your network

● Prepare key resources to help you build an effective network

● Apply strategies to approach and connect with potential network contacts, both in-person and online

● Examine strategies for leveraging your network in order to advance your research or career

Participants will explore how to approach people in a physical environment as 

well as online, how to maintain and strengthen relationships and how to use them 

to further develop their careers.

Module titles

1. Welcome to the course
2. Getting ready to network
3. Approach and connect with peers (in person and online)
4. Nurturing and harnessing the power of your network



Networking for Researchers

Networking and community expert

Careers expert

Researcher and career 
trainer

Researcher on social networks

Researcher and super networker

Ben Johnson 
Previously Head of Communities and Engagement, now 
Magazine Editor, Nature Medicine at Springer Nature

David Payne 
Managing Editor, Careers and Supplements, Springer Nature

Sarah Blackford 
Academic Career Consultant, Honorary Teaching Fellow, 
Lancaster University

Tanya Menon 
Professor of Management and Human Resources, Ohio State 
University

Despina Sanoudou 
Associate Professor, University of Athens & Academy of Athens

Expert Panel2



Networking for Researchers

Social media specialist

Career development advisor

Super online networker

Paige Brown Jarreau
VP of Science Communication, LifeOmic and Co-founder of Lifeology.io

Emma Chapman
Lecturer, University of Nottingham 

Neta Erez 
Head, Laboratory of Tumor Biology and Chair, Department of Pathology, 
Sackler Faculty of Medicine, Tel Aviv University, Israel

Edmond Sanganyado
Associate Professor, Shantou University and President of Zimbabwe 
Young Academy of Sciences

Lucy Taylor
Junior Research Fellow, Christ Church College and Department of 
Zoology, University of Oxford

Active researcher and super 
networker

Active researcher and mentoring 
trainer

Video interviewees2



Advancing your Scientific Presentations

Content3

Module titles

1. Overcoming your research presentation 
challenges

2. Developing your story
3. Building an engaging slide deck
4. Preparing and navigating your talk

Participants will explore how to create a story, how to decide on what to include and 

how to understand their audiences when effectively communicating their research in 

oral presentations - face to face or virtually - using innovative and visually appealing 

presentation styles.

Learning objectives
● Explore techniques to overcome challenges linked to creating and delivering oral presentations

● Build compelling research stories to underpin presentations that effectively communicate your message to your audience

● Plan and develop slide decks to effectively communicate your research story to your audience (face-to-face or virtual)

● Apply strategies to help you deliver both face-to-face and virtual presentations effectively on the day



Advancing your Scientific Presentations

Expert Panel3

Magdalena Skipper  
Editor in Chief, Nature

Michael White 
Senior Editor, Physical Sciences, Nature

Shohini Ghose 
Professor of Physics and Computer Science, Wilfrid Laurier 
University

Nolan Haims  
Principal, Nolan Haims Creative

Michael Alley 
Engineering Communications Teaching Professor, Penn State

Expert communicator

Communications expert

Researcher and expert speaker

Talks trainer and presentations specialist

Researcher, trainer, author



Data Analysis: Planning and Preparing

Content4

Learning objectives
● Examine the benefits and challenges of planning your data analysis, and understand the principles 

of creating a data analysis plan.

● Prepare to analyse your data using best practice principles and processes

Participants will explore practical steps to plan and prepare for effective data 

analysis.

Module titles
1. Introduction to Data Analysis
2. Preparing your data for data analysis



Data Analysis: Planning and Preparing

Expert Panel4

Bronwyn Wake 
Chief Editor, Nature Climate Change, Springer Nature

Joao Monteiro
Chief Editor, Nature Medicine, Springer Nature

Mark Gardener
Lecturer and Author, DataAnalytics.org.uk

Bhramar Mukherjee
Professor, University of Michigan School of Public Health

Xavier Vilasis 
Cardona, Professor, La Salle, Universitat Ramon Llull

Editor in data-heavy field

Editor in data-heavy field

Trainer in data analysis

Researcher in statistics

Researcher in data-rich field



Data Analysis: Conducting and Troubleshooting

Content5

Module titles

1. Introduction to data analysis

2. Exploring your data and reviewing your analysis plan

3. Analysingyour data

The course was developed in collaboration with 10 experts in data analysis including 

experienced statisticians and data scientists, journal editors and early career 

researchers.

Learning objectives
● Understand the importance of conducting effective data analysis

● Identify the best tools for exploring various datasets

● Identify the range of analytic methods available and understand which is most suited to your data

● Learn strategies for obtaining feedback, troubleshooting and expressing the limitations of your analysis



Advancing your Scientific Presentations

Expert Panel5

Mark Gardener
Ecologist, lecturer, author and data consultant

João Monteiro 
Chief Editor of Nature Medicine

Bhramar Mukherjee
Professor and Chair, University of Michigan

Xavier Vilasis-Cardona 
Director and Professor, Universitat Ramon Llull

Bronwyn Wake
Chief Editor of Nature Climate Change

Specialising in data analysis

Professional editor since 2013

Co-authored more than 300 publications

Head of Data Science for the Digital Society

Successful in editing and reviewing articles
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3.0

Getting started



Mail domain access



Your course access: registration

Course access via your institution’s mail domain

● Your access to the courses is tied to your institutional email 
domain. Please ensure that you register on the Nature 
Masterclasses website with your institutional email address:

● xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx@uc.pt & others associated with Universidade de Coimbra

mailto:xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx@uc.pt


Logging in for the first time

Visit https://masterclasses.nature.com 

Select Register 



How to register

Enter your institutional email 
address and set a password



How to register

• You will receive an email asking you to confirm your email 
address

• If you don’t receive a confirmation email, check if it’s in your 
junk/spam folder and add us to your ‘safe senders’ list



Registration

Once you have clicked “Confirm registration now”, you will be re-
directed to the Nature Masterclasses site. This is your 
registration completed



Course access after login

Select the menu icon, and then click on the course name



Accessing a course for the first time

As a final step of you 
logging in for the first time, 
you will be asked to 
complete your profile 
before proceeding to the 
course

The profile page will come 
up when you start your 
first module for the first 
time:



Go to https://masterclasses.nature.com

Click Login

Sign in for future visits



Account settings

In your My page you can:

● Edit your personal data

● View your dashboard
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4.0

How to use the course



How to enter the courses

Once you’re signed in, visit a course either from the homepage, or from 

the menu.





Course content

• Lessons contain  
videos, posts and 
activities

• Progress indicators 
show you the lessons 
you’ve completed



Captions and transcripts on videos

To turn on English subtitles on videos, select the dialogue box icon  



Captions and transcripts on videos

English transcripts are located underneath videos:



Ways of using the courses

1) Logical progression from start to finish;

2) Use the modules that relate to where you currently are in 
the research life cycle

It’s your resource! Find a way to use it that works for you

Dip into videos that look interesting, read content created by 
editors whose style you like, or who work in your field, and 
undertake activities that will challenge you



Track your progress



Track your progress

Your course progress will 
also be visible on the course 
part page



My dashboard

• Shows progress 
within modules

• Certificate 
unlocked after 
completing 
100% of the 
course



Certificates

Download certificates from the 
course part overview page
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5.0

Additional features 



The blog area

User tips



Meet our experts



Free course: Focus on Peer Review

A comprehensive and practical overview 
focussing on:

● The responsibilities of peer reviewers
● How to prepare a peer review report 
● The ethics of peer review 
● Innovations in different types of peer 

review



Focus on Peer Review



Visit our FAQ page

If you experience any technical issues, visit our Help page, 

which includes our Customer Service contact details
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6.0

Q&A





Why not start now?

● Get started after the presentation:
https://masterclasses.nature.com/

● Remember, you will need to register with your institutional 
email address

We hope you enjoy using Nature Masterclasses!

https://masterclasses.nature.com/

