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Application Guidelines of “Seed Projects for Interdisciplinary Research”  

within the Strategic Areas of the University of Coimbra  

Funded by the Santander Portugal Foundation 

 
 

The University of Coimbra (UC), funded by the Santander Portugal Foundation (SPF), promotes 
interdisciplinary research activities, developed by multidisciplinary teams, responding to complex scientific 

issues and societal challenges. The call “Seed Projects for Interdisciplinary Research” aims to support early-
career researchers (PhD holders) to develop their research at the UC, to create or strengthen collaborative, 

relevant and/or emerging research lines. 
 

Article 1 

Overview and Objectives 

1. The call "Seed Projects for Interdisciplinary Research" is promoted by the Strategic Areas Unit of the UC 
(hereafter NAE), in collaboration with the Institute for Interdisciplinary Research (hereafter IIIUC), 

responding to complex scientific issues and societal challenges, contributing to the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) of the United Nations Agenda 2030. 

2. This call for proposals aims to fund interdisciplinary projects that may generate relevant knowledge within 
the scope of the UC strategic areas1, developed by multidisciplinary teams of researchers integrated into 

the R&D Units or other structures of the UC, and who carry out research at the UC. 
3. For the present call, "Seed Projects for Interdisciplinary Research" are research proposals aimed at the 

initial development of original and interdisciplinary scientific ideas, the results of which will lead to the 
future development of broader and more ambitious research projects that may be part of applications 

for other national and/or international R&D funding and which, thus, contribute to strengthening the 
UC's Strategic Areas.2 

 

Article 2 

Beneficiaries and Eligibility 

1. Research teams that are composed of researchers from R&D Units or from other structures carrying 
out research at the UC can apply for funding. 

2. Researchers who have already been Principal Investigators (hereafter, PIs) of awarded projects in 
previous editions of this call cannot apply as PIs.   

3. A researcher can only participate in a maximum of two proposals, and only once as Principal Investigator 
(hereafter, PI) of a project. 

4. The application can include the involvement of a maximum of two entities outside the UC as collaborating 
entities in the project, not being conferred the quality of funding beneficiary. 

 
Article 3 

Eligibility Conditions for the Principal Investigator and Project Team 

1. The PI must carry out his/her research at the UC and be a member (integrated or collaborator) of an 

R&D Unit or other structure that carries out research at the UC. 
2. The PI, to be eligible for the call, must hold a doctoral degree for a maximum of ten years counting from 

the date of the defence of the thesis until the beginning of the month in which this call for applications is 

                                                           
1 https://www.uc.pt/en/spgi/nae/  
2 Proposals for projects that continue broader projects and/or are already funded nationally or internationally, or are only 

focussed on the dissemination or communication of science, are not considered for this source of funding. 

https://www.uc.pt/en/spgi/nae/
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launched. For this purpose of evaluating the scientific career, maternity, paternity and sick leave after 
obtaining the doctoral degree are taken into account, for the period legally in force and taken by the PIs. 

Supporting documents attesting to these situations must be attached. 
3. The project team must be made up entirely of UC members.  

4. The project team must include three to six researchers of the UC, including the PI, from at least two 
R&D Units of the UC in different scientific areas. The classification of UC R&D Units by scientific area 

can be consulted here. 
5. The project team cannot include members of the advisory/supervision team of the PI's PhD thesis. 

6. The project team's composition is subject to meet the minimum threshold of balanced representation by 
gender among the members of the UC. The minimum threshold for balanced representation is defined 

as a proportion of 33-40% of people of each gender, rounded up to the nearest unit when necessary.   
7. Members of two institutions outside UC may join the project as collaborators.  

 
Article 4 

Project Funding 

1. This call is sponsored by the SPF, with a total funding of 100,000€ (one hundred thousand euros), to be 

awarded to five projects, one in each of the UC's Strategic Areas. 
2. The maximum funding limit for each project is 20,000€ (twenty thousand euros). 

3. The financial implementation of the research projects in the competition must be carried out by 31 
December 2027. 

4. The jury has the right not to award any funding if none of the applications submitted is of good quality 
or meets the objectives of the call.  

5. In addition to the funding foreseen in the previous subsections, up to a maximum amount of 20 ,000€ 
(twenty thousand euros), UC will provide support and capacity building to the teams in the process of 

preparation and submission of applications, namely:  
5.1. Mapping of researchers in order to promote the interdisciplinarity of the project, via NAE; 

5.2. Support for the communication and dissemination of the funded project, via IIIUC; 
5.3. Support for the protection of intellectual property rights and commercial valorization, via UC 

Business.  
 

Article 5 

Submission of Applications 

1. Applications for this call must be made using the designated form that will be made available on the call 
page when it is launched. 

2. The application form requires the completion of basic information about the PI, the team and the project, 

the submission of the attached documents referred to in number 3 of this article, as well as filling in a 
questionnaire on the Santander Open Academy platform referred to in number 4 of this article;  

3. The following documents must be submitted using this application form: 
3.1. The technical and scientific description of the project, using the official template available on the 

call page, in Digital Portable Document Format (PDF); 
3.2. Proof of doctoral degree; 

3.3. If applicable, proof of maternity, paternity and sick leave for the purposes of evaluating the 
scientific career after obtaining the doctoral degree. 

4. In order for the application to be considered complete, the PI must also fill in a questionnaire on the 
Santander Open Academy platform, accessible via the application form, which aims to collect the PI's 

identification data. This identification questionnaire must be completed prior to the submission deadline. 
5. The template for the technical and scientific description of the project provides detailed information on 

the sections that must be included in the proposal in order for it to be considered admissible for 
evaluation. The template consists of four sections for the presentation of:   

https://www.uc.pt/en/iii/research/r-d-units-and-associate-laboratories/
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5.1. The Project, including the description of the objectives, expected impacts and implementation 
plan, including the budgetary needs of the project; 

5.2. The background and main contributions of the PI;  

5.3. The team, and if applicable, the project collaborators;  

5.4. The bibliographic references. 

6. The applications must be submitted in English. Given the interdisciplinary nature of the call and the 
composition of the jury, the use of scientific language that is not specific to a single disciplinary area is 

recommended.  
7. The PIs and the other members of the project team are responsible for the originality of the proposal 

submitted, guarantee its authorship, and assume all responsibility arising from possible claims by third 
parties regarding copyright and related rights, industrial property rights or personality rights. They must 

also declare under their honour that the project proposal does not benefit from any other source of 
funding.  

Article 6 

Ethics and Scientific Integrity 

The project proposal must ensure the principles and procedures of ethics and integrity of the research 
activities.  

 
Article 7 

Non-discrimination Policy and Equal Access 

UC promotes a policy of non-discrimination, diversity and equal access, whereby no candidate may be 

privileged, benefited, prejudiced or deprived of any right. 
 

Article 8 

Jury and Evaluation 

1. The evaluation of the applications will be carried out by a Jury, appointed by the Vice-Rector of the UC 
in charge of Research, who will be the Chairperson. The list of those appointed will be attached to these 

application guidelines and will be made available on the call page when the call is launched. 
2. The jury members are divided into five evaluation panels, each ensuring disciplinary representation of the 

scientific areas of each Strategic Area. 
3. The initial allocation of a proposal to a Strategic Area will be based on the preference expressed by the 

candidate. However, when necessary due to the expertise required for the evaluation, the proposal may 
be reallocated to a different Strategic Area with the agreement of the president of the jury. In such cases, 

applicants will be informed of this reallocation. 
4. The Jury is composed of a variable number of members.  

5. The selection and ranking of applications are carried out according to the following methodology:  
5.1. Evaluation Phase of the Written Proposal of the Project: The evaluation process focuses on the 

Quality of the Proposal (QP), based on the following criteria: 
5.1.1. Criterion A. Interdisciplinary quality of the project and the team, taking into account: 

5.1.1.1. Contribution to build scientific knowledge that integrates relationships between 

various disciplines; 
5.1.1.2. The potential of the seed project to significantly advance scientific knowledge; 

5.1.1.3. The interdisciplinary nature of the research team and its scientific quality. 
5.1.2. Criterion B. Scientific quality and impact of the project, taking into account:   

5.1.2.1. The development of a project of high relevance and scientific impact, namely in 
the Strategic Area of the UC considered; 
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5.1.2.2. The adequacy of the approach to the following cross-cutting aspects of research: 
integration of the gender dimension and other aspects of diversity; open science 

practices; and sustainable development goals (SDGs); 
5.1.2.3. The coherence and feasibility of the work plan and the budget presented. 

5.1.3. Criterion C. Scientific quality and potential of the PI, considering their career stage and 
based on their narrative curriculum vitae, taking into account: 

5.1.3.1. The contributions of the PI to their scientific field, to the research community 
and, if applicable, to society, from an overall perspective of the PI's career; 

5.1.3.2. Relevance of the PI's experience to the implementation of the project; 
5.1.3.3. The potential of the PI for creative and independent thinking.  

 
5.1.4. The classification of the applications is obtained through the following weighting factors: 

QP = 0,3 * A + 0,5 * B + 0,2 * C. 
5.1.5. The criteria are evaluated on a scale from 1 to 10 (whole numbers), with the QP result 

rounded to the nearest tenth. 
5.1.6. Projects with scores equal to or higher than seven, up to a maximum of three per 

Strategic Area, will move on to the project presentation and discussion phase by the PI. 
5.1.7. The Jury has the right not to select any application for the next stage if the jury considers 

that none of the applications submitted meet the requirements of quality and recognised 
scientific merit. 

5.1.8. The jury's evaluation includes the identification of two strengths and two weaknesses per 
proposal evaluated. 

5.2. Project Presentation and Discussion Phase by the PI: The jury conducts an evaluation interview, 
which includes a short presentation of the proposal (up to 5 minutes) by the PI to obtain 

additional and more detailed information about the project, the vision of the PI and the evaluation 
of the competencies considered essential for the implementation of the project.  

6. Following the conclusion of the interview phase, the jury convened to hear the presentation and discuss 
the projects will decide on the winning proposal among those presented, discussed according to 

subsection 5.2. 
 

Article 9 

Impediments and Conflict of Interests of the Jury Members 

1. Members of the jury: 
1.1. May not participate in the project teams in the competition. 

1.2. Must refuse to participate in the evaluation of projects in which they are or will foreseeably be 

in a conflict of interest, namely by: 
1.2.1. Having published scientific work with the PI in the three years prior to the opening 

date of the application period; 
1.2.2. Having a family relationship with the PI; 

1.2.3. Having a scientific or personal conflict with the PI; 
1.2.4. Being in any other situation that may raise doubts, to them or a third party, either 

to the PI or to an external entity, about the capacity of the jury member to evaluate 
the application impartially. 

 
Article 10 

Final Report 

The PI of projects approved under the terms of Article 8 shall submit, up to three months after the end of 

the project's execution, a final report containing the most relevant results and the actions to disseminate 
them to the non-scientific public, according to a model to be made available.  
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Article 11 

Eligibility and Expenditures 

1. For the purposes of determining the total eligible cost of an application, within the scope of research 

and development operations, the following costs are eligible: 
1.1. Purchase of goods and services; 

1.2. Purchase of equipment and software; 
1.3. Missions. 

 
Article 12 

Application Deadlines and Implementation 

1. Applications are accepted from 6 October 2025 until 6 November 2025 at 17:00h WET. 

2. PIs will be notified of the eligibility of the submitted project by November 12, 2025. The complaint 
period runs until November 24, 2025. 

3. The first phase of the evaluation of applications by the jury takes place until 19 December 2025, and the 
candidates are notified of the results on the same day. 

4. The second phase of the evaluation by the jury runs until January 15, 2026. 
5. A public award ceremony will be organized and will be announced in due time. 



                                                       

 

 

 
Jury Nomination in the scope of the 7th edition of the  

“Seed Projects for Interdisciplinary Research”  
 

Health  

• Inês Laíns, Harvard Medical School, United States of America 

• Isabel Carvalho-Oliveira, AICIB - Agency for Clinical Research and Biomedical Innovation - Health 

Cluster, Portugal 

• Tiago Romero Magalhães, Bioinformatics Department at G42 Health Care, United Arab Emirates 
 

 

Climate, Energy and Mobility 

• Amir Safaei, Climate Accounting & Standards, World Business Council for Sustainable 

Development (WBCSD), Switzerland 

• Carla Caldeira, Sustainable Development Office, Solvay, France 

• João Pedro Ferreira, Weldon Cooper Center for Public Service, University of Virginia, United 

States of America 

 
 

Natural Resources, Agrifood and Environment 

• Cristina Cruz, Department of Plant Biology, Faculty of Sciences, University of Lisbon, Portugal 

• Pedro Fardim, Department of Chemical Engineering, KU Leuven, Belgium 

• Ricardo R. Santos, Institute of Environmental Health, Faculty of Medicine, University of Lisbon, 

Portugal 
 

Digital, Industry and Space 

• Marco Pinto, Laboratory of Instrumentation and Experimental Particle Physics (LIP Lisbon), 
Portugal 

• Joana Mendonça, Instituto Superior Técnico, Portugal 

• José Amorim, Feedzai, Portugal 
 

Heritage, Culture and Inclusive Society 
 

• João Cascalheira, Interdisciplinary Center for Archaeology and the Evolution of Human Behavior 

(ICArEHB), University of Algarve, Portugal 

• Joana Alexandre, Department of Social and Organisational Psychology, ISCTE-IUL; CIS-iul, 

Portugal 

• Margarida Oliveira, Global Biosciences Center (SGS), Portugal 
 

 
 

The President of the Jury, 
João Ramalho-Santos 



                                                       

 

 

Anexo 

 

Informação sobre o Tratamento de Dados Pessoais 

 
1. Tratamento de Dados Pessoais pela UNIVERSIA HOLDING, S.L.  

Para a candidatura ao curso “Projetos Semente de Investigação Interdisciplinar " é necessário o registo 
na plataforma Santander Open Academy, em 

https://www.santanderopenacademy.com/pt_pt/index.html), onde o utilizador poderá consultar os 
respetivos termos e condições e política de privacidade definidos pela Universia Holding, S.L., enquanto 

Responsável pelo Tratamento de Dados Pessoais. 
Para além das finalidades de Tratamento de Dados Pessoais anunciadas na política de privacidade da 

Santander – Open Academy, no âmbito da presente candidatura a Universia Holding, S.L., transfere os  
dados pessoais ((nome, número do documento de identificação); dados de características pessoais 

(género, país de residência, data de nascimento, nacionalidade, pais de residência); (iii) dados de contacto 
(e-mail, telefone); (iv) dados académicos e profissionais (dados formação, área de conhecimento, dados 

do curso, habilitações literárias, universidade, experiência profissional e sector empresarial); (iv) dados 

do prejecto) do candidato para a Fundação Santander, na qualidade de promotor, e para a Universidade 
de Coimbra, na qualidade de organizador do curso. Nesta perspetiva, os candidatos serão responsáveis 

pela fiabilidade da informação prestada, podendo ser solicitados elementos comprovativos que atestem 
os dados fornecidos. 

O fundamento jurídico para o tratamento de dados pessoais dos Candidatos no âmbito da candidatura 
assenta na execução contratual, que é efetivado a partir da aceitação das Condições Gerais de Utilização 

da Plataforma e nas condições aplicáveis previstas no presente Regulamento do curso, também acessível 
através da referida plataforma. 

 
2. Tratamento de Dados Pessoais pela Fundação Santander Portugal  

A Fundação Santander Portugal, enquanto Responsável pelo Tratamento de dados pessoais referidos 
neste documento, poderá ser contactada através do endereço de correio eletrónico 

privacidade@fundacaosantander.pt . Os dados em referência serão conservados pelo período 1 ano 
após o termino do programa e posteriormente eliminados no prazo de um ano a contar da recolha ou 

por prazo mais alargado se tal for exigido por lei ou regulamento, ou se a conservação for necessária 
para acautelamento do exercício de direitos e designadamente em sede de eventuais processos judiciais. 

 
3. Tratamento de Dados Pessoais pela Universidade de Coimbra  

A Universidade de Coimbra, enquanto Responsável pelo Tratamento de dados pessoais referidos neste 
documento, poderá ser contactada através do endereço de correio eletrónico nae@uc.pt e o seu 

Encarregado de Proteção de Dados através do endereço epd@uc.pt. Para além da licitude de tratamento 
anunciada (“relação contratual ou pré-contratual”) acresce a “autoridade pública” de que está investida 

a Universidade de Coimbra, pelo que, no exercício dessa autoridade, os dados pessoais serão tratados 
com especial respeito pelo princípio da minimização no tratamento de dados.  

4. Direitos dos Titulares dos Dados 
Os titulares dos dados pessoais, no todo ou na parte, nos casos em que a lei lhe permite, têm o direito 

de acesso, de retificação, apagamento, limitação, portabilidade, oposição e de se opor a decisões 
automatizadas. O exercício dos referidos direitos faz-se através de comunicação escrita e assinada pelo 

titular dos dados, através dos contactos acima indicados. 
Ao Titular dos Dados assiste ainda o direito de apresentar reclamações relacionadas com o 

incumprimento destas obrigações à Comissão Nacional da Proteção de Dados, por correio postal, para 
a morada Av. D. Carlos I, 134 - 1.º, 1200-651 Lisboa, ou, por correio eletrónico, para geral@cnpd.pt 

(mais informações em https://www.cnpd.pt/). 

mailto:privacidade@fundacaosantander.pt

